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CHENKER is back! 
A pretty 
predictable 

introduction, but | bet 
there’s a few of you 
out there who didn’t 
expect to see the 
return of this enigmatic 
teutone genius of the 
six string. 

Michael Schenker's 
history is littered with tales 
of mysterious 
disappearances, stories of 
religious sects and little 
green men, particularly 
during his turbulent stay 
with UFO. At one time he 
seemed destined for a place 
in the rock and roll casualty 
ward. 

People seemed to 
overlook his talent as a 
primo exponent of heavy 
rock guitar and preferred to 
drool over sordid tales of 
chemical debauchery. 

I've got to admit | was 
taken in by the rumours and 
when the day came to do 
this interview | was half 
expecting to be confronted 
by a heavy metal version of 
Syd Barrett, salivating and 
rolling his eyes all over the 
shop. 

Instead I'm happy to say 
that | met an articulate, _ 
confident man (handsome in 
an Germanic way) who holdsa 
positive attitude to life and 
showed no signs of the 
excesses which dominated 
his formative years. 

Michael Schenker is back! 

His name seems to be 
currently splattered all over the 
media. A new band, a new 
album and a tour to follow. 
Judging by the reaction so far 
MSG (Michael Schenker Group 
to you bud) will be a household 
name before the year is 
through. 

If he’s a man of his word 
(and | certainly believe he is) 
this is the only interview 
Schenker will be doing prior to 
his nationwide tour, due to an 
intensive rehearsal schedule 
that he'll be undertaking prior to 


the trek. 

As predicted exclusively in 
this mighty organ (Sounds, 
dummy) Cozy Powell and ex- 
UFO keyboardsman Paul 
Raymond have joined the ranks 
of MSG — making it a pretty 
potent line up, wouldn't you 
say? — but at the time of 
recording his album (which is 
out now on Chrysalis produced 
by Roger Glover but we'll get to 
that later) Schenker employed 
the services of the creme de la 
crop session bods in the forms 
of Mo Foster (bass) and Simon 
Phillips (drums) along with 
Rainbow’s very own Don Airey 
and only surviving member lead 
singer Gary Bardens. 

It’s a burning album debut 
showing that although 
Schenker is still pretty young, 
clocking in at 24, he has the 
maturity and conviction to front 
his own band. MSG have a 
strong identity and play hard 
rock in the tradition of the boys 
in the big league, pissing all 
over the current crop of the 
NWOBHM handjob merchants. 
It's a solid rocksteady affair 
crammed with memorable 
songs and riffs that convince 
me if he keeps it together (the 
group and himself) Schenker 
will be a major force in ’81.No 
competition. 

Enough of this personal 
typewriter masturbation, on 
with the show . . . 


manager's London flat, 

where he is also currently 
residing. Looking repulsively fit 
and sporting a newly-chopped 
barnet, Schenker was in the 
process of donning his bizarre 
array of theatrical gear (which 
veers from the grotesque to the 
downright obscene) for the 
benefits of Sounds lensman 
Ross Halfin, who had also gone 
out and hired some replica 
armaments for the pix. 

This was my first assignment 
with Halfin (yes, people had 
warned me) a man who seems 
to have a deep rooted 
obsession with toilets. Jeezus, 
the guy seems to take all his pix 
in the khazi: he claims it 
has the best lighting. | know 
this has very little to do with 
the story, | just thought I'd let 
you know what kind of people 
i'm dealing with. 

Schenker seems to have an 
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SCHENKER: “I went to hospital and went through a rough time, went through hell more or less...” 


irremovable grin superglued to 
his face. He approached the 
snap ‘n’ rap with almost 
childlike enthusiasm. In one 
room of this plush flat his new 
toad crew were watching an old 
video of UFO at the 
Roundhouse while down the 
corridor his manager's secretary 
was taking care of business. 

Schenker has a room at the 
back which is dominated by a 
double bed, recording © 
equipment and his uniform 
Flying V guitars. . . 

In recent months Schenker 
has been keeping a very low 
profile, only to be seen at a few 
select gigs (where it turns out 
he was checking out PA’s and 
prospective musicians for his 
band). The rest of his time was 
occupied with regular jogging, 
swimming, rollerskating and 
general physical restoration. 

The last | heard of Schenker 
was when he jammed with Wild 
Horses at the Electric Ballroom 
{along with various Lizzies and 
the Manchester Football team) 
almost a year ago. At that time 
he was supposed to be in the 
process of recording a solo 
album. 

Shortly after it was reported 
that he had dissappeared, his 
flat had been vacated and all 
that could be found was a pile 
of blonde locks which had 
eppereONY been savagely shorn 
off. 

A few months later a young 
wench by the name of Sue, 
who works at Beggar Banquest, 
asked me what I thought of 
Schenker, to which | replied by 
expressing my admiration for 
his songwriting and playing 
with UFO. : 

On hearing this she revealed 
that he was staying at her flat 
and in the process of getting 


‘something together.’ | asked 
her to keep me posted and after 
many aborted get togethers 
(failure on my part, may | add) | 
forgot about the subject in 
hand and almost abandoned 
hope of anything transpiring 
until a few weeks ago when 
suddenly everything seemed to 
fall into place. 

It all began with Geoff Barton 
giving me a cassette of the 
MSG-album which he had 
aquired from a devious source 
which he refused to divulge. 

Then a few weeks later | 
went out for a bevy with 
Ritchie Blackmore (what a 
name dropper eh?) which 
escalated into a full scale booze 
up at his hotel. There | saw a 
solitary golden locked figure 
clutching onto a litre bottle of 
Elvian mineral water. This was 
Schenker. a 

We were introduced and a 
short conversation ensued. It 
was hampered by the alchohol 
that was by then eating away 
into my cerebal nodes, blanking 
out any form of coherency on 
my part, but he made it clear 
that he was ready to talk, 
which is all | wanted to know. 

That night | also met 
Schenker’s sister who plays 
keyboards with a group called 
Viva back in the homeland, 
which with brother Rudy 
{rivvum guitarist and 
acknowledged founder member 
and leader of The Scorpions) 
makes for quite a musical 
family. 


COUPLE of weeks later | 
found myself face to 
face with Micheal 
chenker, armed and ready 
with a tape machine. A lot of 
people around him seemed 


quite sensitive as to what 


questions | should ask and were 


worried about topics related to 
drugs and ‘the missing years.’ 

| had two roads of approach 
for this interview. One was to 


be painfully tactful and just ask — 


safe questions which would 
have made for ail round are 
blandness and would also 4 
bypass a vital chunk of the 
man’s history. The other route 
was to go in there full throttle 
and approach the matter by the 
scruff of the neck... 

Being a typical Cancerian | 
stepped sideways and made a 
compromise. | decided to first 
gauge the man and his mood, 
then go for it. As it happened 
Schenker was in a very candid 
frame of mind and was 
prepared for anything | was 
about to lay on him: 

This made for a very 
open/refreshing/honest 
interview (he said in a rare 
moment of immodesty) which 
should answer most of the 
questions you might have been 
pondering. | hope so anyway. 

_ After finally leaving UFO (for 
the last time) Schenker played 
on the Scorpions’ ‘Lovedrive’ 
album (he was in the band when 
they formed) and took ona 
couple of tours with them, but 
soon left. He explained why: 

“When | joined the Scorpions 
| thought it was going to work 
out good, but | had to play 
other people’s songs and lead 
breaks by somebody else, more 
or less. It was so uncomfortable 
and | wasn't feeling good when 
| joined due to stress from the 
past when | was with UFO, so! 
decided to split and go ona 
holiday.” 

Last July Schenker started 
writing songs and got a band 
together with ex-Montrose 


drummer Denny Carmassi and 
bass player Bill Church. That 
was also a short lived affair. 

“We rehearsed for four 
weeks and then | cracked up, | 
just smashed my guitar, cut my 
hair to be more or less 
unrecognised. | can’t even 
remember jamming with Wild 
Horses. | went to Germany to 
sort out my problems with 
alcohol and | was feeling 
terrible at the time. | went to 
the hospital and went through 4 
rough time, went through hell 
more or less.” 


Was it booze or touring that 


_ cracked you up? 


“Touring was a reason to 
drink. All the stress and trouble. 
If you drink the trouble is not 
so big, it gets more confortable, 
or so it seems. I've been 
without alchohol for seven 
months now and | feel OK.” 


When was the first time you 
left UFO? 


“Between ‘Lights Out’ and 
‘Obsession’, because I'd had 
enough. | just sold everything 
and went to Marseilles with my 
girlfriend (who later became his 
wife, they are now separated). 
We bought two little motor 
bikes and went to Barcelona 
and stayed out there for a 
month. Then we went back to 
Munich and got a flat there.” 


Had you quit for good? 


“For two months, but then | 
had to work something out with 
Wilf Wright (UFO’s manager) 
and had to phone, then they 
persuaded me to re-join.” 


You left a couple of times and 
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SAME GUITAR, different man 


there were a /ot of stories 
floating around (i.e. junkie 
drying out syndrome) but you 
weren't about to clarity the 
situation... . 


“There were lots of stories 
but | didn’t mind because | left 
without saying anything, so it 
was up to them what they said, 
| didn’t care.” 


Was it a shock going from The 
Scorpions to UFO? 


“No, the only thing was | 
spoke very little English, so | 
couldn't understand the ‘on the 
road’ jokes. | was drinking then 
to overcome all my problems. 
In fact I'm sure | couldn’t have 
got as far without alchohol. 
Alchohol always calmed me 
down in those difficult 
situations, so it was possible to 
do it for six years which is a 
long time, especially in that 
group...” 


What do you think of 
NWOBHM? 


“Hmmm, | like Saxon very 
much. | don’t really want to 
mention names. | like some and 
there are some that | find 
cheap. People like to go like 
this (he shakes his head a la 
headbanger) | like it too! | like 
music loud, | like the sound of 
guitars. It’s feel, it's from the — 
heart. 

“Some people say rock fans 
are stupid, they just shake their 
heads. But it’s a feeling which 
is stronger than disco or pop. 
Rock is the highest standard of 
music because it’s full of feel. 
That's the difference between 
that and disco and all that 
rubbish,” 


How do you feel about having a 
group riding on your name? 


(Laughs). “It could have been 
anything. It's changed now to 
MSG. It doesn’t matter what 
the name is. Instead of looking 
up for a name to get an image 
we just thought we'd call it 
Michael Schenker. 

“Mind you | like to make sure 
| write all the songs because 
that's one of the reasons | put 2 
group together, I like to play 
the style | want to play. If the 
other members want to write. - 
songs they should do so and ~ 
keep it for their own album. i 
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where | would probably help 
them out. | don’t like getting 
mixed with different ideas.” 


Where did you find Gary 
Bardens? 


“He's amazing because he’s 
never done an album before 
and he’s never been out of 
England. He’s also a great 
singer, very fresh. He played in 
a group called Fraser Nash and 
when | was looking for a singer 
| heard a demo of theirs up at 
Chrysalis and immediatly 
thought ‘That's the one’.”’ 


What got you into playing? 


“When | was nine my brother 
was about 16 and he bought a 
guitar and practised Beatles 
songs and worked during the 
day. He used to give me money 
if | figured out a riff for him, 
while he went to work. | 
couldn't really play the guitar 
but thought | might as well try 
it out for the money. 

“That's how | started, by 
picking up things off Rudy’s 
tape recorder. Half a year later | 
learned all the Shadows songs. 
Then | gradually caught up and 
took over from my brother 
because he was working, | 
wasn't, all | did was play 
guitar.” 


Was it easy becoming a rock 
musician in Germany? 


“No, it was hard. When | was 
at school it was easy because it 
was like a hobby, but when | 
left at 16, | had to get some 
money from somewhere. It's 
not like Britain where it’s quite 
easy to pick up money if you 
haven't got a job. So my 
girlfriend had to work. 

“Also, heavy rock wasn’t 
readily accepted in Germany at 
that time. Only the big bands 
made any impression, you were 
either up there like 
Purple/Sabbath/Zeppelin or 
nothing, it was a hard time. 

“But the thing is if you stick 
to something you like you 
always get the best out of it. 
So many people follow the 
trend, this year they are rock 
musicians, next year they are 
jazz musicians, whatever is 
popular they do.” 

You seém to have'a clear idea 
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of what you want to do. Are 
you following a plan? 


“4 never plan, | like to live for 
today, that’s my philosophy. 
Before, | was always living in 
the past and the future but 
never today, which takes up a 
lot of energy: If you live for 
today, all you do is concentrate 
on now, you don’t worry about 
things from the past or future.’ 


What made you pick Roger 
Glover as producer? 


September 20, 1980 SOUNDS Page 15 


“Well | first wanted Martin 
Birch but he was busy on the 
Blue Oyster Cult album and | 
had a deadline for my album. 
Then someone suggested Roger 
so | listened to the last Rainbow 
album, was impressed and said 
OK. He was the best out of the 
list of names | had.” 


Will you include any of the UFO 
numbers in your repetoire? 


“They are not UFO songs, 
they are Michael Schenker 
songs. OK they were written by 


me and Phil (Mogg) but | would 
never play songs which were 
written by Phil and Pete (Way).”” 


Do you feel that you've 
benefitted from your past 
experiences, good and bad? 


“Whatever happened in the 
past was just perfect, whatever 
went wrong or right it’s just the 
way it was written, just like an 
act, The script was written for 
Michael Schenker. | just accept 
what happened to me and | 
think it was good for me to~ 
have all those downs and ups, | 
learnt from it and I'll just do 
things differently next time.” 


When / talked to The Scorpions 
they felt very aware of being 
one of the first German bands 
to breakthrough worldwide, do 
you have the same feelings? 


“| don't feel German or 
English, | just feel like a human 
being on this planet.” 


Will you find it easier touring 
this time round? 


“Yes because for me it's 
important to decide what | do, | 
can now say if | want to do 
something. That calms me 
down and doesn’t make me 
nervous. 

“Before it was like ‘You have 
to do this’, it was always 
between the management and 
Mogg, | always had to follow 
along, | could never say ‘No 
that's wrong’. Now | am more 
relaxed, that's why | can live for 
today because if anything 
comes up | can change it if | 
want to, which for me is 
better.” 


